The Student Newspaper of Lawrence University Since 1884

THE

LAWRENTIAN
Appleton, WiSconSin

VOL. CXXXIX NO. 1

September 25, 2020

Goodbye, Burstein

The Lawrentian reflects on President Burstein’s years at Lawrence
following the announcement of his end-of-the-year departure
Alex Freeman
News Editor
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Is this something we can do?
That’s the question Lawrence University President Mark Burstein remembers asking himself, as he sat in
City Park with his husband, David Calle, and gazed at the president’s house
during Labor Day weekend of 2012.
Lawrence fit all of their prerequisites
— they loved campus, they were impressed by the faculty members and
they saw academic rigor in the curriculum — but was it the right fit?
When they showed up unannounced on a holiday, the admissions office scrambled to organize a
tour. After that tour, which featured
a shy, but eager-to-assist tour guide,
whose explanations were constantly
interrupted by shouts of “Hey, Pablo!”
from students in passing cars, they
knew they had an answer to their
question: yes.
“What really drew me were the people,” Burstein said. “I wanted to come
to a place that had a sense of who it
was and what it wanted to be, and
Lawrence also had that. But I think
that the secret ingredient for me was
the community and the connectedness.”
Now, after seven years in the position, Burstein announced Sep. 11
that he will be stepping down from
the presidency at the end of the academic year to be closer to his mother
and his in-laws. While his focus for the
next nine months is to ensure the university is able to complete a safe and
successful year in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, Burstein’s tenure
at Lawrence has largely been defined
by three central themes: expanding
educational opportunities, increasing
Lawrence’s resources and promoting
diversity, equity and inclusion.
As an academic institution, Burstein’s Lawrence places a high value on
learning. To that end, Burstein, along
with various faculty and staff, have
spearheaded efforts to enrich Lawrence’s academic offerings. Under his
leadership, at least five new degree

programs have been implemented,
including global studies, musical arts,
and neuroscience. Other existing departments, namely gender studies and
environmental science, have experienced renewed investment and development as well. As programs have
expanded, they have consequently
ushered in new faculty members —
Burstein estimates about 40 percent
of the faculty population has been
hired since 2013 — which Burstein
sees as an investment in talent and
ideas that will benefit the university
for years.
In order to increase access to the
Lawrence education he has worked
to improve, Burstein has also focused
much of his attention on augmenting Lawrence’s financial resources.
Through various fundraising campaigns, particularly the Be the Light!
Campaign, which has raised over
$200 million, Lawrence’s endowment
has increased 70 percent in seven
years.
This increased capital has largely
been used to expand student resources and provide scholarship funding in
an effort to make Lawrence more affordable and accessible. Due in large
part to these fundraising initiatives,
Burstein said, average student debt
at graduation has fallen $5,000 since
2013 despite increasing tuition and
fees.
“For me, it’s all about the learning
experience we’re providing; that’s our
core mission,” Burstein said. “New areas of learning and how we teach go
directly to support that, but access
also [supports] that — making sure
that every student can come to Lawrence and can afford Lawrence.”
To Burstein, facilitating accessibility extends beyond affordability. While
he admits that there is still much to
be done in this regard, Burstein hopes
his career at Lawrence has played a
substantial role in making Lawrence
a more diverse and equitable institution.
With that goal in mind, Burstein
oversaw the hiring of Lawrence’s first
Vice President for Diversity and In-

clusion and increased investment in the Diversity and Intercultural Center. During his
tenure, Lawrence was also the
beneficiary of grants from the
Mellon Foundation and the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute, which provided funding and support for professors
to rethink their classroom settings and teaching styles to be
more inclusive of all learners.
Similar grants have facilitated
a restructuring of the tenure
track process for faculty and
additional training on how to
attract and support more diverse applicants.
As resources have been
redistributed to focus more
heavily on equity and inclusion, the Lawrence population has grown more diverse,
according to Burstein. The
2020 Diversity and Inclusion
report found that more than
25 percent of the student body
is now composed of people of
color, and the representation
of faculty members of color
has increased from 13 percent
in 2013 to 17 percent this year.
According to Christyn Abaray, Secretary to the Board of
Trustees and Assistant to the
President, this increase in diversity is further reflected in
the Board of Trustees.
“[Burstein] is attuned to
the under-represented,” Abaray said. “He is truly mindful
of trying to equal the playing field and
be accessible in ways that allow for everybody to strive to be successful without hurdles that have to do with what
they are and who they are.”
Burstein is not leaving Lawrence
without regrets — he wishes he had
been able to facilitate more effective
shared governance, and he said he
would have stayed a few more years if
his parents were healthier.
However, he is confident he is leaving Lawrence in a good place. Burstein’s two biggest initiatives over the

President Mark Burstein stands outside of Thomas A. Steiitz Hall of Science.
Photo by Sebastian Evans.

past few years, the strategic plan and
the Be the Light! campaign, are on
track to meet their goals. This, Burstein said, indicates that Lawrence is at
a point where he can comfortably step
away from the university to facilitate a
natural transition into new leadership.
In the time he has remaining at
Lawrence, however, he promises to
keep his attention on ensuring the university is able
to complete a
full academic
year in the

midst of a pandemic — the plans for
his life after Lawrence can wait.
“Lawrence has momentum,” Burstein said. “That isn’t just because of
me; I’m fortunate to have a lot of colleagues across the campus as well as
students and alumni who have really
worked hard to make that happen. But
we are an institution that is thriving.”
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Edison Elementary School, one of the schools in the Appleton Area School District, is one of the schools collaborating with the VITAL
program.
Photo by Sebastian Evans.
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Cultural Competency
series shines light on
safety and polarization

Molly Ruffing
Copy Chief
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VITAL program continues remotely

Molly Ruffing
Copy Chief

_____________________________________

To mitigate the spread of coronavirus, the Appleton Area School District
has begun its school year exclusively
virtually. Online classes began on Sep.
1 and have been operating via various Google platforms, such as Google
Meets and Google Classroom, ever
since.
This online approach has caused
an increase in need from the Appleton
community; this need is being recognized and supported by the Volunteers
in Tutoring at Lawrence (VITAL) Program. The VITAL Program is a volunteer organization run through the Access to Education Service Corps in the
Center for Community Engagement
and Social Change (CCE).
During Spring Term, when Lawrentians and Appleton students all
made the drastic shift to remote learning, Sophie Dion-Kirschner ’20 led the
charge in adapting a remote tutoring
program to support the district. During spring, the CCE collaborated with
faculty from St. Norbert College’s
education department to administer
training and guidance to volunteers.
With this remote program,

75 students were served by approximately 40 Lawrence volunteers. Looking at a fall comprised of virtual learning, junior Molly Ruffing anticipates
a far greater demand for volunteers.
Ruffing is the current Access to Education Program Coordinator in the CCE
and oversees the VITAL Program.
With a newly renovated
framework and onboarding process,
the VITAL Program is able to stand on
its own this year. Ruffing has utilized
Dion-Kirschner’s experience from
Spring Term to recognize the gaps in
a remote program while also looking
to the traditional VITAL Program that
has been under the direction of senior
Papo Morales for the past three years.
The VITAL Program has
been at Lawrence for over 35 years
and has continued to strive in the face
of a global pandemic. The program
has already received over 20 requests
from the Appleton community and is
eager to begin matching tutors with
tutees.
In the past, tutors and their
tutees have met in the Seeley G. Mudd
Library for tutoring. This year, as all
volunteering through the CCE is virtual to comply with Lawrence regulations, tutoring sessions will occur via

Weekly updates on the
status of COVID-19 at
Lawrence

Zoom or Google Meets.
Matches generally meet
one to two times per week for approximately 30 minutes. In this age of
“Zoom fatigue,” though, matches will
need to learn to adapt to this platform
by remaining engaged in different
ways or scheduling shorter tutoring
sessions to prevent distraction.
Any Appleton student can
receive VITAL Tutoring, but the program is especially geared towards supporting those who would otherwise
be unable to have access to academic
support. VITAL considers providing
academic support to all members of
the community to be especially important during this time, as families experience increases in unemployment,
illness and isolation.
Lawrence students can apply to be a VITAL tutor at go.lawrence.
edu/vital and will have to complete a
short onboarding process in order to
become matched with a tutee. This
includes a background check required
by the school district to ensure the
safety of all those involved. Contact
community.engagement@lawrence.
edu with any questions.

COVID-19
ON CAMPUS

TESTS
CONDUCTED:

ACTIVE CASES:

TOTAL POSITICE
CASES:

Total LU tests:
2,004

Active LU cases:
5

All LU cases:
6

Total Appleton tests:
17,479

Active Appleton cases:
357

All Appleton cases:
1,294

*data reported as of Sep. 23

In an effort to create a space free
of harassment and intimidation for
all members of the Lawrence community, the Cultural Competency Lecture
series this year will focus on issues of
safety and understanding political polarization.
The first event of the series was a
panel discussion, titled “Keeping Each
Other Safe,” via Zoom on Thursday,
Sep. 17. The next panel of the series
will take place on Tuesday, Sep. 29, at
6 p.m., during which faculty members
will facilitate conversation about understanding polarization and how to
diminish it on campus.
During the opening panel of “Keeping Each Other Safe,” members of the
Lawrence community joined each
other to discuss their own experiences
as well as concerns about ensuring the
safety of all Lawrentians.
Vice President for Diversity and
Inclusion and Associate Dean of the
Faculty Kimberly Barrett introduced
the conversation as one of many
which will take place this term. These
conversations will primarily revolve
around discussing safety with polarizing opinions. Before breaking participants into small groups to discuss provided questions, Barrett introduced
the concept of Maslow’s Hierarchy of
Needs.
As safety is one of the most basic
needs in the hierarchy, Barrett pointed out the importance of feeling both
emotionally and physically safe. Without these properly established, a person will struggle with different levels
of functioning, thus not accomplishing academic or professional goals.
With the importance of ensuring
safety in mind, participants were broken into small groups of roughly three
people to discuss several questions.
This included sharing experiences
of incidents that have created safety
concerns and how they were handled
as well as identifying the types of behaviors or situations that have the potential to make community members
feel unsafe during the election season.
After these small group discussions, participants were brought back
to the larger group where they could
share their concerns with the panel.
Members of the panel included Dean
of Students Curt Lauderdale, Associate Dean of Wellness Services Richard Jazdzewski, Assistant Director of
Campus Safety Breanna Bernard and
Captain Daniel Weiske and Officer
Ryan Peterson from the Appleton Police Department (APD).
Throughout the conversation,
many resources were provided as well
as procedures for reporting incidents
and supporting someone during times
of crises.
In terms of reporting, Weiske and
Peterson urged people to be timely in
their reports of incidents to protect
evidence. This can be done by using
the emergency number 911, calling

the APD’s non-emergency line 920832-5500 or filing a report in-person.
These reports can be anonymous if
desired.
Jazdzewski encouraged participants to remain mindful of campus
resources for supporting individuals
emotionally. Counseling Services will
be adding another therapist in the
upcoming weeks, which Jazdzewski
explained would help further support
students. Walk-in hours in Counseling Services have been replaced by a
Counselor on Duty who will be available to those who call or email Counseling Services during their business
hours of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Jazdzewski also reminded people
of the Sanvello app, which provides
mindfulness practices, journaling and
many more resources. When using
their Lawrence email to sign in, Lawrentians have full access to all of the
app’s contents.
Lauderdale
emphasized
the
strength of Lawrence’s current oncall practices. With the resignation of
former Residence Hall Director Cassie
Wessing, there are now four RHDs
who rotate availability 24/7. A dean
from student life is also on call every
day if the situation were to escalate.
In addition, Campus Safety is also
available at all hours of the day, every
day. Officers are available to guide and
refer students by phone or in person
if necessary. This term, safety rides
will not be available to students, but
Campus Safety is offering safety walks
instead. This change aims to avoid the
potential spread of germs that could
arise from riding in a vehicle together.
Participants were encouraged to
program the Campus Safety phone
number (920-832-6999) as well as the
Lawrence University 24/7 Counseling
Line phone number (920-419-8167)
into their contacts.
To prepare for potential anger that
may ensue after the election, Campus
Safety officers will be taking on additional shifts. Their priority is to ensure
the safety of people on campus and reassured participants that they are in a
good working relationship with APD.
When asked about how APD has
assessed itself in the face of the many
incidents of police brutality across the
nation, the APD captain spoke of the
importance of relationships and communication with different members of
the community.
Lauderdale repeatedly encouraged
participants to check in with themselves and be mindful of who is showing up to these events for support and
also who is not. He reminded folks
to think about those who are raising
their hand for help and those who may
not feel safe to do so.
Barrett, as well as members of the
panel, expressed hope that these continuing conversations about safety will
educate people about the numerous
resources around them and combat
the extreme polarization that they see
as surrounding politics.
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College Football Retrospectives: Chip Kelly vs.
Mike Leach
THE LAWRENTIAN

Aaron Pelavin
Columnist

_____________________________________

This column seeks to look back
on memorable moments in college
football and offer commentary on
what makes them unique.
To call right now a “complicated”
time to talk about football is leaving the word “complicated” as overencumbered as essential workers at
the pandemic’s peak. We are watching
kids get sent out to play one of the
most contact-heavy team sports in
existence while schools renounce their
responsibility for the consequences
of said decision. Players are signing
waivers that put the onus of paying
for treatment on their pocket, and
considering how many hours they are
putting into practice and their studies,
I doubt they have time to earn a supplemental income that can cushion
the cost of treatment for COVID-19.
With all the money in college football broadcasting, ticket revenue and
merchandising, it is absurd to me that
all the athletes get is a two percent
shot at ever being fairly compensated
for their labor. The attempts at labor
stoppages to demand meaningful
change in regard to how student athletes are compensated and how social
issues are addressed within the Pac12 and Big 10 were undermined by
both conferences play-faking a season
cancellation, only to have sorted out a
delayed start date with reduced schedules. Since the start of the season, we
have seen games delayed for positive COVID tests, the most notable of
which being Houston versus Baylor,
which was arranged and then rubbished within less than a week. This
is a stark contrast from the norm of
having seasons completely scheduled
years in advance. In light of all of
these factors, I hope you understand
why I do not feel comfortable covering the college football being played
right now. Instead, I will be writing a
column looking back at notable games
and moments in the sport’s history,
week by week.
This week, we are only going
back one calendar year. Remember
12 months ago? I sure as heck do
not. But, considering the relatively
fresh spot this holds in our collective
memories, I will not be going through
the game in any detail. Instead, I
will look back on how we got to the
point we were at before kickoff. The
words “new normal” tended to be
applied to social progress, like more
women in positions of power, material improvements to the quality of
the lives of society’s most vulnerable
members or Wazzu somehow managing to become one of the better
teams in the Pac-12 North. What certainly was not the new normal was
whatever in God’s name was going
on during Pac-12 After Dark. The
Washington Sate Cougars came into
the game undefeated. Mike Leach had
constructed a Cougars team strong
enough to fight for the division title,

Shawn McCandlish

Mike Leach during his time as Washington State University Head Football Coach.
Photo by Matt Zlaket.

which had been unthinkable during
Oregon’s reign of terror that stretched
from the division’s inception until
the departure of Marcus Mariota following the 2014 season. The man on
the other sideline, Chip Kelly, would
know; he was the progenitor of that
regency. It is hard to find a precedent
for Chip Kelly’s year one success in
2009. It helped that he had put the
team on the map with his revolutionary spread offense. In his first season
as offensive coordinator, he got the
Ducks to the cursed number two spot
of the 2007 season, only for them to
have the rug pulled out from under
them due to a brutal string of injuries
at signal caller. He would go on to be
a national finalist that year, only to
fall at the final hurdle against Ohio
State in the 96th Rose Bowl. The next
year, the Ducks would be pipped to
the title in the first iteration of the
BCS National Championship Game
by Cam Newton’s Auburn Tigers. This
massive level of success by a program that had failed to find consistency until the early 21st century was
unheard of, and it was thanks in no
small part to Chip Kelly’s offensive
ingenuity.
For those of you not in the know,
the spread offense is a scheme that
is mostly played out of the shotgun

utilizing a mobile quarterback with
a myriad of targets to pass to. In
football’s infancy, most formations
focused on bulldozing out running
lanes. Then, the forward pass was
introduced. Most teams continued
to bulldoze running lanes, utilizing the pass as a trick play. As the
game evolved, passing began to be an
increasingly large part of the offense.
Although use of the term “spread”
in football can be traced back to
Dutch Meyer’s 1952 book Spread
Formation Football, it was not until
Jack Neumeier put his spin on the
scheme that it began to resemble what
we think of today as a spread offense.
Starting in 1970, he began to run
his offense primarily out of the shotgun, with a backfield comprised of the
quarterback (QB), one running back
(RB) and four wideouts incorporating
pre-snap motion to add a mystique of
unpredictability. This was intended to
be used for pass-first offenses. Chip
Kelly saw things differently.
In the wide-open space between
the offensive line and the quarterback,
he saw running lanes that a savvy
quarterback could pick apart using the
read option. A read option consists of a
running play where the onus of deciding where the ball should go is placed
on the quarterback’s shoulders. If the

blitzing defender is charging at the
running back, the quarterback keeps
the ball and runs the other way. If the
blitzing defender is waiting patiently
for the quarterback to keep the ball,
the QB defers to his RB. This, along
with jet sweeps, which are running
plays featuring wide receivers sweeping in pre-snap, and various pitchbased options, where the QB has the
option to pitch the ball back to the
RB depending on who has the better
running lane, formed the backbone of
his playbook at Oregon. Gadget players like De’Anthony Thomas thrived
under this scheme, as did mobile QBs
like Marcus Mariota.
Kelly made the jump to the NFL
in 2013 when he was appointed as
the head coach of the Philadelphia
Eagles. After leading the Eagles to the
playoffs in his first season, his calling
card became bitter disappointment.
He failed to make it past the first
round of the playoffs that year and
would fail to make the cut in his subsequent three seasons in the league.
After a miserly 2-14 season in charge
of the 49ers in 2016, Kelly slunk off to
spend a season in college football punditry. However, after just one season
away from coaching, the UCLA Bruins
decided to hand him the reins to their
program in 2018.

Facing Kelly on the other sideline was Mike Leach. Where Kelly
saw the spread formation’s value in
the running game, Leach took it to
its opposite, more logical conclusion
with his Air Raid offense that had the
potential to systemically dismantle
even the most dominant secondaries
in the college game. The sheer volume
of passing plays that the scheme calls
for, including the regular incorporation of five-wide sets, would frequently see his quarterbacks leading all the
FBS in weekly passing yards. He was
calling the shots when the Texas Tech
Red Raiders upset the number one
Texas Longhorns in Week 10 of the
2008 season. That season saw the Red
Raiders rise as high as second place
in the country, according to both the
Coaches and AP polls, but they would
end the season in 12th. This would be
his peak in Lubbock, as he would be
fired for making a concussed player
take part in training following the
conclusion of the 2009 regular season.
He took a longer leave of absence from
coaching, returning at the helm of the
Washington State University Cougars
in 2012. After putting up three wins in
his first season at Wazzu, he ended the
school’s 10-year long bowl drought in

See page 12

Sports in this Day and Age: The Bubble, About to Burst

Columnist

______________________________________

This column seeks to cover significant current events in the sporting
world, especially as they relate to the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
When the COVID-19 breakout
first started to gain steam, many
thought that sports this year would
be put on hold. However, thanks to
strong organizational skills, many athletic competitions have been able to
carry on with their seasons, including
professional basketball. Now, after an
eventful regular season, the postseason has been heating up inside of the
Bubble.
Conference finals are beginning
to wrap up, the last step before the
competition to determine it all: the
NBA finals. From the Eastern conference, the Boston Celtics, who went

48-24 in the regular season, face off
against the Miami Heat, who went
44–29 in the regular season, with the
series winner going on to face the winner of the Western Conference. This
contest has been riddled with intrigue,
as the Heat previously defeated the
number one seeded Milwaukee Bucks
to make it to the conference finals,
while the Celtics have ground out last
second wins without their top star,
Jimmy Butler. The Heat currently
lead in the series 2–1.
While the Eastern Conference
championship seems to be a slugfest,
the Western Conference may end up a
smoother ride than expected between
the Los Angeles Lakers, who went
52–19, and the Denver Nuggets who
went 46–27. However, that does not
mean that the road has not been without some intrigue, as the Nuggets
have pulled out series victories in
their last two series after falling down

3–1 in each of them. It remains to be
seen whether there will be more late
heroics from this Denver team, as they
already find themselves down 2–1 in
this series.
This postseason has been one
unlike any other in NBA history
thanks to the effects of the novel coronavirus. How teams have and continue to adjust has certainly changed the
course of the season, but now all eyes
are focused on how it will end. Experts
at nba.com chimed in before each
of the conference finals began, with
Steve Aschburner predicting that the
Miami Heat would move on past the
Celtics in the East after seven games
and Shaun Powell picking the Lakers
to win the West in six. Even those who
are not fans of basketball can tell that
this season is shaping up to be one for
the record books, not only because of
the unusual circumstances that we
find ourselves in, but also due to the

tension and drama that has enveloped
the court this year. Who will make it
to the finals, and who will have to give
it another shot next year?
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N’d?

By Nupur Vaghasia

Transcendent Threads
By Kelly Foy

From the farmer to the trendy
Depopper, flannel has been a garment that has been accessible to
many walks of life. My first flannel
was from Kohl’s — it was teal blue
and leprechaun green, and when I
say that I wore that thing all the
time, I mean I seriously wore it
like every day. Since I received that
flannel in 2010ish, my feelings on
flannel have ebbed and flowed. I
would be lying if I said I never gave
up hope on my plaid, cozy, buttonup buddies. Since then, I have seen
flannel styled in ways I had never
even imagined! So, I am going to
offer how I personally feel on the
classic, quintessential and versatile
shirt: the button-up flannel.
I am going gush about the oversized flannel. Oh, my love, I could
write one million sonnets about
thee. The oversized flannel is the
rom-com of shirts: cozy, reliable,
practical and everyone can enjoy it.
Whether you bestow multiple layers
for a swanky fall look or throw it on
with some jeans to grab a meal, one
thing remains true: you look peachy
keen. If Brad Pitt was a shirt, he
would definitely be a flannel.
I must be honest, I have not
always been a frequent passenger
on the flannel train. If anything, for
a while I grew to detest the innocent cloth. I started seriously wearing flannels during my 14-year-old
years. When I was enamored by My
Chemical Romance and an abundance of black eyeliner pencils . . .
eeek! By the time I was a sophomore

in high school, you would not see
me sporting a flannel anywhere near
campus. I associated it so deeply
with angsty-ness of my 15-year-old
self that I wanted nothing to do with.
Although, to say that flannel is simply applicable to gothness is a dreadful understatement! Flannel can be
anything you want it to be! You want
to go over to your grandma’s house?
Flannel. Want to take a nap but it’s
too chilly? Flannel. Running out to
grab some taco bell? Flannel. No
Halloween costume? Grab a flannel,
and you’re a cowboy. Methinks the
lesson I learned is that, yes, 15-yearold angsty flannel exists, but so does
an array of different and miraculous
subdivisions of flannel.
A trend I hold dear to my heart
is babydoll flannel dresses. I love it
all the more because it proves that
flannel cannot be confined to the
category of shirt! One of my most
prized fall ensembles is a babydoll
flannel dress, tights, some gold jewelry and leather shoes! Although, the
beauty of it all is that anyone and
everyone can make their own flannel ensemble, whether it be flannel
pants, shirts, hats, socks or even
flannel shoes! Well, I am not sure
how durable or convenient they
would be . . . but I would support
you! No matter what style, place,
temperature or event you are trying
to dress for, flannel can be incorporated somehow, and that is beautiful.

The Epic of Jacques
By Willem Villerius

Off-campus life in the smallest apple of my life — after the Big
Apple and my home town in the
Mini Apple, Minneapolis — is, as
we say delicately in midwestern circles, interesting. The house that my
roomies and me live in is distinctly
elegant with Victorian furniture and
paintings hung around the walls. I
have to say, not quite my style; it is
somehow far too spacious to be cozy,
but insanely cramped and fussy as
well, like living in a small municipal
museum. All of this is put even further on edge with the looming presence of our landlord who lives just
next door. Let’s call him Jacques.
Jacques is American like us but
has spent many years of his life
basking on the Seine River in Paris.
He described in brief to me and my
father this idyllic life he lived for
many years: the beauty, the culture.
It explains the giant coffee table
book of French motorcycle racing
pictures and some of the art choices.
However, it does not explain the
ceramic version of a generic disposable coffee cup, for us young folks I
guess, or the out-of-place giant beaker that we affectionately refer to as
“Jacques’s bong” — smoking is not
allowed on the premises.
After waxing briefly on the
beauty of France, my father asked
an expected pleasantry: “What were
you doing in Paris?” Jacques humbly responded, “Oh, nothing much.”
Jacques then went on to explain just
how a man of prestige such as himself could find himself moving from
the idyllic Seine River in beautiful
Paris to, as Jacques put it, an idyllic
life in Appleton — ‘the city that time
forgot.’ I conclude that everything

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK!

in life must be idyllic when you are
Jacques — a man of culture, contentment, and no inhibitions.
Except the South, as Jacques
told us. Apparently, when he toured
the United States looking for a place
to move, he purposely left the South
out of his travel plans, “as I don’t
have a taste for mildew or bigots.”
I imagine racism must have been
hard on Jacques as a white American
in Paris for most of his life. I do
not blame him. It must have been
those Southern bigots who messed
up the renovations on the first house
Jacques bought in Appleton, leading
him to buy another house to live
in while the former was renovated
properly. The toil of the well-todo Northerner! I envy many things
about this man, but this situation is
not one of them.
Sarcasm aside, Jacques is a
kind man. He is renting out this
house at a very reasonable price
to us college students, and we are
insanely lucky to be living here, offcampus in safety and independence.
The house has a lot of amenities, and
to say that Jacques has been giving is
an understatement. There remains
one more question, though. As my
father succinctly put it: “I’ve come to
the conclusion that Jacques is a man
of means.” Where did he come about
these means? My guess . . . art thief.
Just think, living on the Seine, he
must have had great access to countless museums and landmarks. The
Louvre! The Orsay! Notre-Dame!
What a life. What a man. Joie de
vivre personified.
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Little Prince and Princess
By Celeste Reyes

Pet Peeves
By Jonah Sharp

In the math world, the order of operations is a relatively straightforward concept.
There are certain logical steps to follow in
order to accurately solve a given problem:
do what is in the parenthesis first, then exponents, etc. Day to day activities often have a
logical order of operations as well: I typically
tend to put my socks on before my shoes, I
always pour my cereal before the milk and
when I wash my hands, soap is usually the
first step with the occasional pre-rinse. My
mind was completely boggled recently after
using the restroom at a nearby coffee shop. I
look at the soap — it is an automatic dispenser. “Cool, we’re going the touchless route,” I
thought to myself. I look down at the faucet
and stumble back with bewilderment. It was
a regular old manual faucet. What is the
point of having a touch-free soap dispenser

if you have to shut off the sink with your
hands? I decided to give them the benefit of
the doubt. They had great service, and the
owners seemed like reasonable, thoughtful individuals. “I’m sure they at least have
a nice automatic paper towel dispenser,”
thinking that I could just use a towel to
shut off the sink and still have some defense
against the bacteria I left when I turned the
sink on in the first place. Unacceptable.
I have seen some that you can pump out
towels with your elbow or forearm, or some
that spin out another towel as you take one.
This dispenser practically required you to
use your freshly washed hands to grip the
slimy, primitive crank system. Not even my
dear Aunt Sally could excuse this travesty of
proper hygiene.
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Rebecca Page-McCaw
Features Editor

_________________________________________________

“In these COVID times,” as we are fond of saying, “everything is different.” Campus housing
is no exception. With only about 60 percent
of the student body on Lawrence’s campus
for Fall Term, many students’ residential life
looks significantly different than what they had
experienced before at Lawrence or, in the case
of freshmen, what they expected college dorms
to be like.
Fewer students on campus means more
students have the opportunity to room alone.
For example, junior Macy Veto wanted to have
a single for the 2020-21 year, but at the end
of last Winter Term she nonetheless made
arrangements with a roommate due to the difficulty of getting singles. But because of the
pandemic, when not as many students wanted
to return, her original plan worked out. She
now lives in a single opposite from her intended
roommate, a situation she says is “the best.”
Upperclassmen in singles and “dingles” (a
room meant for two but occupied by one) certainly seems more common this term. Some
students even have entire quads or suites to
themselves.
One of these students, sophomore Astra
Medeiros, described having a Hiett suite to
herself as “really nice . . . , but sometimes I wish

I had another person close by.” Waking from a
nightmare in a single, there is no one to check
in on you. And especially with social distancing in place, the isolation of rooming alone
can be difficult. “Sometimes it gets lonely,”
Medeiros explained. “It’s almost like I have too
much space than I know what to do with.” Just
dealing with all the furniture intended for nonexistent roommates can be difficult decoratingwise. She clarified that having your own bathroom is still great, describing quad life alone as
overall “a mixed blessing.”
Even the most social of on-campus housing
experiences, co-ops, have been changed for
COVID-19. Students living in co-ops are no longer cooking their own food on co-op meal plans.
Instead, they are receiving food from Andrew
Commons like everyone else to minimize infection risk. Common spaces in the co-ops are
mask-mandatory like all public spaces on campus. Sophomore Olivia Sibbet, who is new to
her co-op and living in a dingle, described this
as strange.
“Wearing masks indoors . . . feels like wearing masks with your family,” she said. Despite
this, she added, “there’s a surprising amount of
friendship and intimacy.” Members still talk in
the group chat, at meetings and occasionally in
the kitchen cleaning dishes. Still, she said, it’s
lonely. “Even though I share a lot of my spaces
and there’s some dialogue, I don’t have anyone
to connect to day-to-day.”

@TheLawrentian

This is probably why most freshmen have
still been placed in the traditional doubles. Of
course, being paired with an unknown person
your first year on campus is a rite of passage of
sorts, and this has been preserved. But more
importantly, on a physically-distanced campus
with classes mostly online, it becomes extra
important for students who do not know anyone to have at least one social interaction per
day.
Even students who are returning to Lawrence
have wanted to keep these guaranteed inperson interactions. Sophomore Charlie Wetzel
was offered a single but chose to stay with her
roommate Willow Higgins because they wanted
to have each other as support. My roommate
Maeve Tallman and I were also offered singles
but chose to room together instead.
However, when it comes to Zoom classes, having a roommate can present a problem. Many
roommates’ synchronous classes will overlap,
and they will have to participate in different
classes simultaneously.
Wetzel and her roommate often deal with this
by having one of them go to the library or Main
Hall Green to work, but this is not always possible for all roommate pairs. Headphones can
help with the problem, as can Zoom’s chat feature, and there are other strategies roommates
can use. Freshman Diego Leon says his room
is “set up in a way that [he and his roommate]
don’t interrupt each other.” However, even with

/Lawrentian

this measure, he maintains it is “somehow limiting knowing that the other person is in class
and we could potentially disrupt them.”
Personally, I have found that my classes do
not require students to speak often — we are
usually all on mute. However, I will not soon
forget my Zoom breakout room where, over
our discussion of East Asian history, a professor’s Spanish lecture could be clearly heard.
This may have been distracting for others, but
for me, it was the most on-campus I have felt
since arriving here. It felt like arriving early
for Freshman Studies last winter and finding a
room full of upperclassmen still clamoring over
their linguistics discussion. There are other students living almost parallel lives who you never
meet! I had almost forgotten. Of course, I probably only found this exciting because I do not
have to deal with overlapping Zooms every day.
Online classes are also our everyday reminder
that not everyone in the Lawrence community
is back on campus. While you will see the familiar plastic-wood dorm furniture and old ceiling
tiles in 60 percent of your Zoom boxes, the
other 40 percent contain our classmates in their
homes around the world.

@the_lawrentian

Subculture on Main: Lawrentians, know thyself!

Dani Massey
Columnist

________________________________________________

Subculture on Main strives to raise awareness
of the diversity of people and important issues
on the Lawrence University campus. Care is
taken to give equal platform to unique individuals and to listen to their stories with an
open mind. Interviews are reflective only of the
interviewee, not of their whole group.
As the school year starts off in a way that
no one could have predicted, many of us are
more aware of our sense of belonging than we
have been in the past. The current situation
of the coronavirus pandemic, civil unrest, a
chaotic presidential election year and starting
a new term at university has put us in situations where we have had to choose a side about
something, and it has caused division in our
lives. Division is powerful and isolating. It
makes us feel unimportant and small. It is a
human need that we feel like we belong. It is
important to find yourself at the conclusion that
you must find a place that is nurturing of what
makes you unique.
Although I typically interview people on campus to fill this section, I found it imperative that
we begin Fall Term 2020 with this message:
you have a place even if you have not found
it yet. Self-exploration, respect and mindful
socialization are stepping stones to that place of
belonging, which will hear your voice. Knowing
yourself is a key part of a liberal arts education.
This is a critical time in a person's life when

one must begin to understand their personship, citizenship and contributions to the world
around them. As students of Lawrence, I think
we are especially aware of this issue on campus.
However, with social-distancing, quarantine
and perhaps remote instruction away from
the campus community, it is easy to forget the
things that drew you here in the first place.
Your identity and community are the pillars of
your well-being and your education. Therefore,
creating a space that honors your person will
help you achieve your personal and academic
goals. Here are some meditations on aspects of
your life that may help ground you to what is
important and how to grow.
Self care isn’t just avocado toast and an
expensive makeup routine. It is the acknowledgement of your needs and boundaries. Have
you rested recently and well? Are you feeling
stressed out? What helps you recover from
stress? What kind of support do you need?
When was the last time you had healthy solitude? Finding the answers to these questions
will help you find resources that will address
underlying needs that we often ignore.
Be well. I very much appreciate this phrase
that floats around Lawrence because it encapsulates the notion that a person’s equilibrium is
grounded in their approach to wellness. Have
you exercised lately? What helps you replenish
your strength? Where are your emotions laying?
When was the last time you cried or asked for
help? Are sleep and healthy eating scheduled
into your day? What else do you need to feel

well? Think on this. It may take some time, but
it may help to manage your anxieties. You may
find you haven't been doing as much wellnesscentered activity as you may have previously
thought.
Explore your limits. Have you tried something
new or reconnected with a joy that has been
left to the side? When was the last time you left
your comfort zone? Have you shown someone
your writing or art? What did they say? Being
involved is one of the primary indicators of college success. On our campus, however, involvement can go too far. We know this problem
as the Lawrence Busy. Somehow, even when
classes are remote, we are finding ways to occupy every minute of our days. I'd like to draw
attention to that and suggest diving deeper into
fewer activities rather than stretching ourselves
out too far. This is also a form of exploring your
limits. What are you really interested in?
Find your people. Are you involved with
people who do what you love? When was the
last time you had a phone call or FaceTime?
Finding a balance of social interaction in your
daily life can greatly increase your feelings of
community and reduce feelings of stress. What
are some other ways you can find people who
do what you do? The university has many clubs
and organizations dedicated to various interests
as well as Discord, Facebook, and Instagram
groups. Reach out to someone who piques your
interest. We are all in need of a friend right
now. Reaching out helps solidify those bonds of
feeling connected and emotionally connects you

with another person. Have you found a common cause with someone? Maybe you should
start a project about a passion. These things
often bring people together in new and creative
ways. What will you dream up?
Be your best self. Stay true to your beliefs but
challenge them every now and again. When
was the last time you had a healthy debate?
Can you think of a time that you defended
what you believe or listened to someone else's
point of view? This kind of interaction can help
you understand more clearly what you really
believe and what you truly value. When you
do this, you clarify for yourself some of those
defining characteristics, desires or dreams you
might have. Follow what you think is true and
right. Uphold your social obligations and social
responsibility. Honor the code. Wear a mask.
These are other aspects of being your best self.
I hope you find at least one thing that you can
use to improve your life and bring you closer
to remembering your importance. If nothing
else, one thing we all have in common is our
identity as Lawrentians. People from all over
campus, faculty, staff and students, sometimes
even those from the Appleton community, are
all there to help and support you through this
unprecedented time. There are connections
to be made, friends to have, academic areas
to explore and the uniform hope that we can
gather together, closely, someday soon.
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Photo Feature: Back on Campus

Photos by Caroline Garrow.

Rebecca Page-McCaw

Outdoors on the river and the Green

Features Editor

_________________________________________________

We have come back to a campus that has
changed in many ways, but one unexpected and
nice change is the new pedestrian bridge over
the Fox River. Last year there were abandoned
train tracks where the bridge is now. They
stretched over the river from the woods behind
Trever Hall to the island right next to where the
Lawe Street Bridge ends.
On the woods’ side, the tracks were blocked
by a wire fence, but this fence did very little to
keep us out. Many people ventured out on the
tracks anyway. Part of the thrill was who knew
if the rotted wood would hold up this time? It
always had before, but one day it would give
out.

Not anymore! Now we are safe from taking an
unexpected plunge. The tracks are demolished,
and the pedestrian bridge that replaced them is
dramatically different.
Apart from being structurally sound, it is
broad, well lit, new and shiny (except for the
already-present cobwebs between each post),
and access is easy from trails on both sides of
the river. There is even public sculpture on
the island end and a new “Yellow Lights Are
Flashing” crossing to add to the Lawrence collection.
In other words, while the old train tracks were
exactly the kind of abandoned place only college
students would frequent, now crossing the river
is accessible and family-friendly.
You rarely see the bridge empty during the
day — there are almost always joggers, cyclists,

students, families and workers on their break
enjoying the early fall sunshine. It seems the
whole world is outside to celebrate the nice
weather.
This is true on Main Hall Green and everywhere on campus, too. Even though there are
only 800 students on campus this term, not
even two-thirds of usual capacity, when I walk
to Warch around sunset, I think I’ve never
seen campus look this full of people. Crammed
Freshman Studies lectures felt like a crowd;
evenings outside this September feel full of
people.
I never did understand Plato, but there is
something about all the students outdoors, eating and talking in the golden light, that reminds
me of the ancient Greeks. Is this our education
then? I have not yet had one deep philosophical

discussion in SLUG Garden, but I have eaten
there with many friends, and I have experienced wonder when a hawk flew over us to land
not four feet away.
All the nights when it gets dark and chilly but
no one wants to go inside yet because we want
just a few more minutes with friends, so we pull
our arms around ourselves and shiver a little
— these are the moments I will remember. It is
good after a day deadened by screens to feel a
chill in your body.
This season, the city has turned toward the
River, and the university has turned toward the
Green. Even when we cannot turn towards each
other as we are used to, nature is open to us. I
hope to see you out there.
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Mads Layton

Student Spotlight: Moreau Halliburton

Staff Writer

______________________________________

Even through indirect relations
to junior Moreau Halliburton, it is
easy to tell that her creative practice is grounded in art, activism and
identity. Since the abrupt departure
from campus in March, Halliburton
incorporated these priorities into the
projects she worked on.
The idea for Homeland Beading
came out of Halliburton’s growing
connection to African music and culture, specifically Ghanaian drumming, which she immersed herself
in through Kinkaviwo, the African
drumming group here at Lawrence.
Looking at the first post on her business’s Instagram, the mission statement is clear: “What would America
be like if we loved Black people as
much as we love Black culture?”
The research Halliburton has done
is shared throughout her page as a
means of highlighting these important cultures. She specifically cites a
video on YouTube called, “The Bead
Man of Ghana,” which introduces a

family legacy of beading, as an inspiration. Much of her interest lies in
personal stories of craftspeople who
create beads with different meanings
through specific processes. These stories worked into her hobby of beading, which she has been doing for five
years. She sources beads from Ghana
and has promised that 75 percent of
her profits will go to Ghanaian organizations that she has been in contact
with. The idea is, “More love for Black
people in Africa and here.”
In between making various pieces of jewelry and merchandise over
the course of the virtual Spring Term
and into the summer, Halliburton set
up a beading camp for children to
pass on her knowledge. She sent out
supply kits and met with a group on
Zoom for three to four weeks to help
them learn the basics. Along with
starting these artistic groundworks,
Halliburton sought to teach the kids
about activism and equality. One of
the days at her camp was dedicated to
the intersection of the two. She plans
on holding other workshops similar
to this for both children and adults in
the future.

Another of her summer projects
was to start a youth coalition with her
mom that was focused, once again,
on arts and activism. The “Artivists”
attending the camp were able to collaborate to create art of several mediums that expressed their belief in
equality and love amongst all people.
Halliburton revealed that it is
because of her mom that she is so passionate about using art this way. “We
would always have late-night talks
in the bathroom for some reason,”
Halliburton said. “We would just sit
on the tub and just talk about diversity
stuff, equity, just, what’s happening in
my life, what’s happening in her life.
So, I definitely have learned from a
young age that it’s totally okay to be
honest and talk about your feelings,
and then use kind of creative avenues
to also go about talking about how you
feel and how you feel about something
that’s happening.” She says that it
is through the arts and collaboration that she has learned to meet the
needs of others, as well as her own.
Halliburton is creating her own major
in Music, Education and Diversity
Studies to further learn how to help

young people have healthy identity
development through the arts.

Moreau Haliburton.
Photo by Moreau Haliburton.

Summer drive-in to see Tenet

Levi Homman
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Despite warnings from health
experts and local governments, director Christopher Nolan insisted that
his new movie Tenet be released in
theatres. In many major cities, theatres legally couldn’t be open to the
public, and even drive-in theatres
couldn’t show the film unless theatres
in the area also had copies to show.
A lot of us have missed going to
the movies. To many, nothing beats
getting together with your friends,
sitting down with a big bag of popcorn
and watching the latest blockbusters in full surround sound. Even The
New Mutants or the latest Fast and
Furious were starting to look pretty
good at one point. Avid and slightly
obsessive moviegoers who reside in
cities, determined in their quest to
see Tenet as soon as possible, have
headed to drive-in theatres in counties with fewer lockdown restrictions
to see Nolan’s latest feature while
staying safe and relatively isolated.
To Generation Z, drive-in theatres might seem like a dated nov-

elty. At first glance, watching a movie
through your windshield and getting
the audio through your car’s speakers might seem like an inadequate
experience compared to immersive
Dolby speakers and towering 30-foot
screens. But going to a well-run drivein is very similar to going to a real
theatre, and watching Tenet might
just tide movie lovers over until businesses start to reopen. What follows
is a firsthand account of going to see
Tenet at a drive-in in Washington
state, just north of Seattle.
The film itself is just okay. One
familiar with Nolan’s work will likely
understand the critique of “too much
plot.” Every scene is exposition with
pacing at whiplash-inducing speed,
and characters lack depth for the sake
of the script’s mind-bending puzzle
that it overcomplicates over the course
of the runtime. To fully understand it,
audiences will probably have to watch
it a second or even a third time, but
many viewers may find the mental
work needed to understand the plot
tiring, especially with minimal emotional stakes. In short, Tenet works
better as a mental experiment and less

as a feature film for a mass market.
What the movie lacked, though,
the drive-in theatre made up for in
what many film lovers might miss
about going to the movies. The concession stand had plenty of candy,
popcorn and other snacks, and the
excitement from seeing a trailer for
a highly anticipated movie was as
strong as ever. It was a warm summer
night, and most people had their car
windows rolled down as they watched.
While in the past it was annoying to
hear other viewers whisper to each
other about their opinions on characters or to ask questions about what
was going on, it was a welcome addition to the experience. It may not have
had the massive screen and booming
IMAX sound system that Christopher
Nolan feels the film needs, but it was
fun and worth the drive.
Tenet may disappoint, but if you
love going to the movies, a drive-in
may be a good choice. It’s a relatively
safe alternative to an indoor theatre,
and it’s still a great way to experience
a film. And maybe, just maybe, it’ll
help things feel a little normal again.
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Jodie Raygun: Electronic
Experimentation

Erin O’Brien
Staff Writer

______________________________________

ADVERTISE
EXPOSURE

This week, I was lucky enough to
sit down with electronic musician and
DJ Jodie Raygun to ask them about
their inspiration, creative process, and
musical history. Jodie Raygun, aka
Alice Hall, has been experimenting
with eclectic crunchy sounds since
they were a middle schooler in the
early 2010s. Now 22, they’ve become
well-versed in production, mixing and
mastering original music as well as
mixes for collaborative online music
festivals held via Zoom.
Raygun, whose professional
moniker comes from a love for Jodie
Foster combined with a futuristic
faux-gun aesthetic, described themself
as highly intrinsically motivated and
primarily self-taught. Though they
never went to school for production,
Raygun stated, “I actually will buy
[music] textbooks and just read them,
pickup new stuff.” They explained that
when they became acquainted with
these new techniques, they were often
inspired and fixated with the idea of
exploring and pushing those sonic
boundaries. It’s this experimentation
that drives their creative process.
Raygun expanded from there to
say that much of their inspiration
comes from a new and unique sound
or approach that causes them to reconceptualize what is already familiar to
them. They frequently draw influence
from simple sounds that inspire them
to rethink something as common as a
snare drum with the help of sample
software that allows them to down-

load 300 new sounds every month.
Fixation on a specific technique or
sound keeps them focused on separate
and distinct components of production and allows them to make musical progress without getting stuck or
overwhelmed, especially in such an
ornately layered genre.
While Raygun’s experience and
methods are ever-expanding, their
interest in musical experimentation
is nothing new. Beginning when they
were in just sixth grade, they recall
“downloading and trying to make
dubstep in attempt to impress my
brother,” culminating in their first
project: a dubstep remix of the Luigi’s
mansion theme. A decade later, their
creative process has become much
more refined but just as experimental
and explorative.
Raygun’s most recent project
was producing and mastering one of
their partner’s original tracks, who is
artistically known as Sidya. The pair
actually met outside of music and only
later discovered their mutual passion but created the track after three
months of work despite obstacles such
as incompatible music software. The
track, entitled “Blood in the Water,”
was written and vocally performed by
Sidya, who also has experience doing
live sound for large shows in Florida.
Raygun will be featured alongside other talented electronic artists
and music lovers at an upcoming
Zoom “Rat Fest” music festival on
Saturday, Sep. 26. This will be the second Zoom festival for this group after
its premier in July. Raygun explained
that many of the participants may
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not necessarily make original music
themselves, but there is a vast range
of artistic involvement, from graphic
design to voiceover work and making
mixes. Regardless of whether or not
every participant makes original work
themselves, Raygun expressed that it
has been really fun and inspiring to
be around people who are so passionate and knowledgeable about music,
regardless of their own personal skill
set, as they find mutual inspiration
and motivation together.
If experimental or electronic
music feels like something that’s currently out of your comfort zone, now
is the perfect time to dip your toes in.
Even if it doesn’t end up being your
favorite genre, it pushes the boundaries of what we know and think about
music and provides ample opportunity to support small LGBT and BIPOC
artists. Whether you are joining us
from on or off campus, supporting
small artists’ Bandcamps and Zoom
festivals are a fun and safe way to
expand how we are accustomed to
enjoying music in a pandemic.
Most of Raygun’s original work
as well as their remixes and sets can
be found on their SoundCloud under
their current title, “Jodie Raygun” or
their former name, “bedhead,” under
which they released an original EP
entitled, “The Makeshift Universe,” as
well as a few other singles and remixes. Information about their Zoom
sets can be found on their Twitter
but are also saved after the fact on
SoundCloud.
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Animal Crossing saves
student from quarantine
boredom
,

Mary Grace Wagner
Columnist

______________________________________

So, this year has been weird.
In the last seven months, many of
us have spent more time alone than
ever before, and as much as arts and
entertainment can be a great way
to bond in person, they are just as
important when we’re stuck in our
rooms. This term, I’m going to be
asking Lawrentians what piece of art
or media has gotten them through
quarantine and what captured their
imagination or made them feel less
alone during these hard times. From
the silly reasons to the serious ones,
why is it important to them?
In the days before COVID,
there was a lot of noise on Twitter
about a new Nintendo Switch game
that was coming out. I’m not sure If
you’ve heard of it. It’s called, “Animal
Crossing: New Horizons.” The internet was HYPE for this and many were
lamenting that they couldn’t play it as
much as they wanted to because they
had school or work in the weeks after
its release. Funny how those things
work out, huh. In the lonely days
since then, tons of my friends have
been glued to their Switches, selling
turnips, visiting each other’s islands
and interacting with the animals that
call them home. In my endeavor to
talk to people about their quarantine
binge I knew I had to find out more.
I sat down with Gaming House’s
senior Sofie Schwartz to learn more
about Animal Crossing and how it
helped her get through isolation.
“Animal Crossing is a franchise made
by Nintendo,” Schwartz explained. “I
think the first game was on the Game
Cube, and I played it with my brother
when I was really little.” With the
nostalgia factor hitting hard, she was
really excited for this new version,
one with new features and a “better quality of life” for her villagers.
Schwartz then went on saying she
likes that her villagers now have to
ask before moving out but quickly
stopped, exclaiming, “Oh, I didn’t
explain the game!” and filled me in
accordingly.
Animal Crossing centers around
a deserted island you, the player,
moves to. There, you meet the animal
people who reside there. “They’re all
animals, but I’m not . . . I’m not sure
what the lore is there, but we all live
together, and it’s great,” Schwartz
cracked up. On your island, you build
the best life and environment for you
and your fellow villagers. You can
plant crops, build and decorate houses and hold events on your island,

among a plethora of other activities.
Schwartz loves the new options
and dimensions added to Animal
Crossing in “New Horizons.” “You
can place furniture outside and even
terraform and make landforms on
your island,” Schwartz said excitedly.
“It’s much more of a personalized
experience than any of the previous
Animal Crossing games have been.”
These new facets of the game subsequently make it very time consuming, which, during quarantine, gave
Schwartz a whole new world to dive
into when the four walls of her bedroom seemed to be collapsing in. “It’s
such a happy place!” she exclaimed
about her island, which, by the way
she named “Wholesome Island.”
She can show how proud she is of
her masterpiece by inviting friends
to visit through the social aspects
of Animal Crossing. Visiting other
friends’ islands also serves as an education for her. Schwartz explained, “I
can see my friends’ islands and see
how theirs are different and get ideas
and inspiration, and also, I get to see
like, what they decided to represent
on their island.”
It’s the wholesome creativity of
Animal Crossing that really captures
Schwartz’s imagination. “You can
design so many different spaces that
are all what you want them to be so
there is nothing uncomfortable or
frightening about it,” she explained.
“You can just build spaces that you
feel happy in.” She also found joy in
interacting with the many villagers
on her island. “In a time where we
can’t see people in our lives, I really
bonded with these imaginary villagers,” Schwartz explained. “It was nice
to just talk with my animal buddy
who lives next door.”
The online Animal Crossing
community has also been a great new
resource for Schwartz. She has visited the islands of people she doesn’t
even know in real life to trade items
or interact with new animal villagers. “The game itself is built around
community and being happy and cute
all the time,” according to Schwartz,
“and I think that inspires the fans to
approach the game that way as well.”
“Animal
Crossing:
New
Horizons” has been a happy and
healthy form of entertainment for
Schwartz during quarantine, and if
you, like her, are interested in getting involved with Animal Crossing
on campus, there’s a thread in the
Gaming Club discord for that! You
can email mcgeej@lawrence.edu to
get an invite!
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Staff Editorial:
Campus Hacks

Barry B. Bookchin

Welcome back to campus! And for those of you who are freshmen or transfer students, welcome to campus! To usher in the new
school year and a new editorial board for The Lawrentian, we have put together a list of campus hacks. Whether you are a veteran
Lawrentian or fresh on campus, these hacks are sure to help you get reacquainted with our new socially-distanced school.

“Want to assert your dominance over your peers and professors? Lay out a full picnic spread and simply chow down. The louder
the snack, the better the hack. This nifty trick will make you the true alpha of your class.” — Caroline Garrow, Copy Editor

“Start using clamshells only for the Commons, and you’ll come to realize how very not economical sitting down with a plate
is.” — Peter Lagershausen, Sports Editor

“Join the Wheeled Renaissance! COVID is definitely a damper on hangs, but I promise you, getting some skates or a longboard
will revolutionize your social life. Learning a new skill while surrounded (distantly) by your pals is so underrated.” — Ursa Anderson,
A&E Editor

“Take pictures of the Nipple of Knowledge (especially at sunset). It will remind you why you’re here when you can’t remember.”
— Molly Ruffing, Copy Chief

“Find time at least once a week to get off campus and explore. There are lots of good walking trails and parks around town, as
well as some good trails within driving distance. The fresh air and the different environment provide a good reboot for the brain.” —
Genevieve Cook, Op-Ed Editor

“Always bring a jacket, and if you ever hear bubbling in the fourth floor Sage bathroom, run.” — Alex Freeman, News Editor

"Keep yourself active! We would walk the dogs every day over the summer, and I think that's the only reason I kept sane. And
now I just walk myself every day, and I think that's the only reason I'm keeping sane." — McKinley Breen, Managing Editor

“Do not park your car right in front of the Hiett tennis court stairs because it WILL be swarmed by bees, and they do not like it
when you try to reclaim their new favorite hangout spot.” — Ethan Wachendorf, Copy Editor

“Take advantage of the counseling services on campus. Think you don’t have anything worth talking to a counselor about? I
guarantee you are wrong. You can always find something to talk about, no matter how small. You will come out feeling better, and
taking care of your mental health right now is super important. Plus, the services are already embedded in your tuition, so you may
as well use them!” — Dannielle Konz, Editor-in-Chief

"Think twice before deciding to live in Brokaw." — Sebastian Evans, Photo Editor

Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Genevieve Cook, at lawrentian@lawrence.
edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the right to edit for
clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and should
not be more than 350 words.

Aaron Pelavin

Staff Writer
__________________________________
CW: Domestic Violence
Barry Bonds’s Hall of Fame eligibility is set to expire in 2022. To
those unfamiliar with the sport of
baseball, Barry Bonds is arguably the
greatest player to have ever lived. He
holds the record for the highest single
season on-base percentage (the percentage of plate appearances that do
not end in an out).
He holds the record for the most
home runs hit in a single season with
73 (nine short of a home run every
other game). However, most incredibly, he is known for being the career
leader in home runs hit, with 762.
Despite these towering achievements within the sport, many fans
and sportswriters reject the notion
that he is one of the greatest of all
time and believe that all his achievements should be marked with an
asterisk for one simple reason: he
corked his bat with anabolic steroids.
Most of the cases against his candidacy have been based on his use of
performance enhancing drugs. I see
things differently. Baseball is a game.

The Anarchy Gauntlet:
Abolish lines now

Columnist
__________________________________
The Anarchy Gauntlet is a column
attempting to move away from my
more traditional Marxist-themed
articles to a framework centered
around anarchism, which better
reflects my beliefs. Anarchism advocates for the end to unjustified hierarchies from boss-worker relations
to even parent-child dynamics as we
know them. Anarchists believe in the
same post-capitalism, communist
society as other far-left groups but
differs in the practice and means of
actualizing that society. This basic
idea of anarchism will be further
explored in later articles.
Did you begin reading this article
thinking it would be a philosophical treatise on the abstract and very
physical manifestation of lines? Well,
you were wrong. Ha, one point for
me, nada for Larry U. In any case, I
am three sentences in and am here to
tell you all the reasons why I despise
waiting in line and why the institution
of waiting lines should be abolished.
As an anarchist, after all, hierarchies
are to me what cucumbers are to cats,
and what could be more hierarchical
than the linear experience of linewaiting?
You might say, wait just one minute, lines are equal access to all —
a perfect example of democracy. If
we use the lines outside the Andrew
Commons as an example, sure, no
particular student has priority access
or placement in the waiting line, that
is true. However, as the philosopher
Proudhon would say, equality (or
rather equity) without justice is tyranny.
An equitable society is not truly
free until personal liberties and selfactualization are included as well, a
sentiment echoed by Reverend Dr.
MLK Jr.’s synthesis of socialism and
capitalism into a system that prioritizes the rights of all alongside Black
self-determination. Wait, what does
this have to do with waiting lines?
Well, in my opinion, the problem
lies in that the system we have imple-

Rethinking the asterisk

If I am watching a game, am I going
to complain that people are doing
everything in their power to make
sure that it is as entertaining as possible? That’s ridiculous.
Does that mean I’m in favor of the
use of anabolic steroids as a means of
performance enhancing? No!
According to the National
Institutes of Health there are a
myriad of reasons that steroid abuse
should be avoided. Lance Armstrong
is an excellent example of the literal life-threatening consequences
that Performance Enhancing Drugs
(PEDs) pose. It is precisely because
of these risks that I feel as though it
should not bar you from the Hall of
Fame discussion, especially once you
consider the fact that the same batters who used steroids were facing
pitchers who used steroids.
Athletes who utilize steroids are
literally risking their lives to perform
these inhuman feats, whether they
are fully aware of the consequences
or not. I am more horrified that the
MLB did not step in sooner to try to
prevent its players from killing themselves for the love of the game.
I think it is absurd that Barry
Bonds should be refused entry into
Cooperstown for his steroid use.

I think the reasoning behind marking Bonds’s record with an asterisk
is childish. As I said earlier, I have
no problem with people who use
PEDs. In fact, anabolic steroids have
genuine medical uses. Imagine being
a professional athlete whose doctor
prescribes you anabolic steroids to
recover from anemia.
The next time it is your turn to pee
in a cup, you get a positive test for
performance enhancing drugs. I do
not know if there is a process through
which you can get excused for that,
but there will be members of the
media and large contingents of baseball fans who will never forgive you
for doing what your doctor told you
to do. All your accomplishments will
be branded with an asterisk.
While procuring anabolic steroids
without a doctor’s note is a criminal
offence, it pales in comparison to
the actual asterisk that I cannot help
but see when I read the name Barry
Bonds. Some time ago, I read an
article by Britni de la Cretaz for The
Hardball Times that discusses Barry
Bonds the abuser.
Not the drug abuser. The domestic
abuser. Ironically, it can be tempting to chalk his domestic abuse up
to roid rage. But that doesn’t hold

up. According to ESPN, his steroid
timeline starts at the earliest in 1998.
His timeline of domestic abuse starts
nine years prior to his first instance
of PED abuse. Barry Bonds was a
domestic abuser, and that should
exclude him from inclusion into the
Hall of Fame.
Upsettingly, there is a historical precedent that states otherwise.
While allegations of Kirby Puckett’s
domestic abuse only came to light
after his induction in 2002, Bobby
Cox was arrested for assault against
his wife in 1995, a full 19 years before
his induction.
In 1995, during the divorce hearings of his first marriage, Barry
Bonds admitted to having kicked his
wife, Sun Bonds, while she was pregnant. Sun’s lawyer referred to her as
having battered woman syndrome,
which is what we used to call PTSD
rooted in domestic abuse.
She is the first woman to have
experienced Bonds’s abuse that we
know of. The second was his longterm girlfriend, Kimberly Bell. They
started seeing each other around the
time that the hearings had started in
1994.
I cannot imagine how these women
feel when the discourse surrounding

mented at Lawrence is too cookie-cutter for there to be guidelines for how
individuals should actually behave.
Of course, we have markers indicating the proper six feet of distancing,
though really 12 feet is more effective;
there are hand sanitizers at various
intervals; traffic flows one-way; glass
barriers prevent the exchange of airborne particulate matter; and food is
distributed in one-use containers.
All this infrastructure is all well and
good, and I would not change the procedures setup in Andrew Commons.
What really concerns me is people, a
factor which comprises the majority
of the virus’s spread.
Each day, I dread the elongated but
necessary ritual of grabbing my foodstuffs from the Andrew Commons.
Not only is it the moment when I am
most at risk for catching COVID-19,
it is also when my autistic existence
causes the most inconvenience, much
like shopping at a grocery store.
As I pass two different menu
kiosks displaying the daily meal
options, I am simultaneously aware
of the humanoid(s) in tow behind me,
whether it be a trio of wide-eyed freshman or a quartet of senior f***boys.
I am well-aware that they are within
the newly CDC recommended 12 feet
of distance, if not within the standard
six feet, of my anxious ass.
Both menu kiosks pass by unread as
I rush away from the ever-approaching specter of COVID-19. After this
prolonged journey from the Warch
entrance to the Andrew Commons,
I reach the battle royale of meal stations.
We are encouraged to know our preferences prior to entering the line. I, as
recounted, am completely in the dark
at this juncture. So, while I contemplate the semi-crowded room I am
entering, I attempt to read the tinyprint menus with my three-year-old
prescription glasses.
Seeing as there are people both
behind and in front of me, though, I
make a guesstimate about the food I
will enjoy.
Sometimes I am right, and sometimes I am not. This is just another

See page 12

Bonds’s legacy omits their pain.
I cannot believe I looked up to this
man. I remember vehemently defending his honor against the allegations
of steroid use that other kids brought
up at summer camp, repeating the
talking points of him not knowing
any better, that it was probably an
honest mistake, when in actuality, I
was the one making the honest mistake of defending a domestic abuser
for things that he had done that pale
in comparison to his worst sins.
In her article, Britni de la Critez
concludes that not including him in
the Hall of Fame does a disservice
to his incredible contributions to the
sport in terms of his achievements on
the field. I feel as though she has the
right to that opinion, especially considering that she is a domestic abuse
counselor.
However, in the spirit of 2020, I
propose that we demand that actions
have consequences. When survivors
of abuse are being asked to pick
between the lesser of two abusers in
the upcoming general election, is it
too much to ask that sports can be an
escape from the harshness of reality?

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All
facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which
represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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We are not supposed to talk about this: Introductions

Fariba Lale

Columnist
_________________________________
Q: What is it that we’re doing?
A: In this column, Luther and I will
be offering contrasting perspectives
on politics as we approach the general election this November. We will be
selecting a different topic every week
and writing independently on those
topics, rather than directly engaging
with or debating each other. I think
this format is important because it
will allow each of us space to explain
our views without the added tension,
which debating often involves.
Q: What are you looking to accomplish with this column?
A: As far as my personal involvement
goes, I am really looking forward to
seeing how these joint pieces compare with one another. Since we are
writing separately, we each have the
freedom to shape our discussion in a
way that makes the most sense to us,
which I think will be an effective way
of approaching a subject that can be
so divisive.
I say this at the risk of sounding
unnecessarily obvious and corny, but
we are all coming from a different

Luther Abel

Columnist
_________________________________
Q: What are you looking to accomplish with this column?
A: My aim with this column is to
expose readers to actual conservative
thought. I wish to expand readers’
perceptions beyond the amusing
clips pulled by Last Week Tonight or
The Daily Show of Fox News’ Sean
Hannity or Tucker Carlson — very
cathartic I’m sure — however, hardly
representative of the right side of the
aisle.
Likewise, my own views are
my own and may not be shared
by my political bedfellows fully;
however, they should better reflect
conservatism’s thoughts than the
all-too-frequent New York Times or
Washington Post pieces — gorillain-the-mist style — “Why is it that
conservatives think this way” sort of
articles.
Much of what I’ll write you may

place and have different priorities
and concerns that shape our understanding of the world. While I cannot
speak for everyone, in my experience,
it can be easy to forget this and to
make assumptions about why others
believe what they do. Political discourse can become very insulated in
that sense. I am always trying to deprogram this mechanism in myself.
I do not know everything. I have
blind spots and I know my experiences are not shared by everyone. This
will not be revealed to me, though,
without hearing those perspectives
that differ from my own. In a more
general, practical sense, I think this
exchange of differing ideas is essential to collaboration and productive
change.
My hope is that this column, by
providing a space for these differences, will allow us and our readers
a chance to explore some of these
issues from an angle we might not
usually consider.
Q: Tell us a little about yourself.
A: I am a senior at Lawrence
University, and I am studying (after a
number of switches between majors)
English. I am off-campus this term,
currently living in S.C. with my
mom, a couple of my siblings and

our three kitties. It is my first term
writing for The Lawrentian, although
I cohosted the podcast with Luther
last term, and I am really excited to
have the opportunity to work on this
project our editor, Genevieve, has put
together.
Q: Why are politics important to you?
Why this election specifically?
A: Honestly, I am interested in this
subject because I feel like I cannot
get away from it. Whether or not we
are perpetually conscious of it, political forces affect all of our lives. As
a member of this society, I think it
is extremely important that we are
aware of the functions of our government and the things it does in our
name and for our community.
This is meant to be a democratic
society and our political leaders are
meant to work for us, a power we
can only achieve through knowledge. Personally, I am continually
disappointed with the actions of our
government, which has made me
want to learn more about the things
with which I agree and disagree, why
that is and what alternatives may be
available.
I could come up with a laundry
list of reasons why this moment
in history is significant, from his-

torical uprisings across the nation
to impending climate catastrophe.
To say that the election itself will be
messy is a gross understatement, and
I know I am not the only one who has
been struggling with the decision of
how to vote this November. It is not
my intention to underestimate the
harm four more years of President
Trump will undoubtedly inflict on
our country and its most vulnerable
citizens.
On the flip side, though, the
Democratic Party has nominated
someone who, I would argue, has the
most dangerous and well-established
record of any of the candidates who
campaigned last year. Along with
this, Joe Biden has repeatedly refused
to offer left-leaning and young voters,
anything to vote for, hinging his success, instead, on enough people voting against the current president.
This approach is very concerning, considering that the pressure
on him to act in the interest of his
voters will only fall once he takes
office. Altogether, it feels like we have
been given very few options or, at
least, not very good ones. Trying to
untangle this situation and what the
outcome of this election, whichever
way it goes, means for our country
and for its future is vitally important.
It feels to me that we are at a turning

point, and we need to pay attention
now more than ever to know where
we will go from here.

ensure the funds weren’t available for
practical climate-conscious legislation to be made later — not that I
should ever doubt either Democrat
or GOP administrations’ abilities to
deficit spend.

It is complex and painful to acknowledge at times. Even within the community, our history can be extremely
divisive.
To me, queer is unifying. It is a lived
experience that is painful but also
beautiful.
I feel that I live every aspect of
this word. Operating in our society
is profoundly odd and discomforting
at times, and to find this community
of people who embrace that and
share in that validates me. I accept
wholeheartedly that some people in
the community cannot embrace the
usage of the word for themselves. It
is our culture and our history and we
may do as we wish with it.

shake your head at, and that is quite
alright. But know that I, like you,
wish for human flourishing, equality
and peace. Peaceful disagreement
is liberal, may we strive to maintain
such a standard. I came to Lawrence
to disagree with most everyone, and I
have not been disappointed thus far.

F. Buckley, based in Manhattan.
My intention post-graduation is to
work as a roving editor, traveling to
hotspots within the U.S. and internationally.

Q: Tell us a little about yourself.
A: My name is Luther Abel. I am a
junior, majoring in English. Before
Lawrence, I served in the U.S. Navy
for six years as a mechanic, cryogenic tech and military policeman
— thankfully not simultaneously. I
was deployed thrice, each time to the
waters around Southeast Asia.
Married now for four years, my wife
and I recently purchased a home in
the northwest corner of Appleton.
When not busy with schoolwork,
I can be found wrenching on cars,
gaming or updating our house.
This past summer, I interned with
the National Review, a conservative publication begun by William

Q: Politics are important to me
because they are important to others
who would use politics to curtail not
only my freedoms but those of the
minority — whether the minority be
ideological, racial, etc. it matters little
to me.
My ideal world would have the
federal government so reduced that
Ppesidential elections would be treated like the Greenville Town Board
elections are now, that is to say, barely registering. I think power should
be maintained at the most local level
possible, as this is where you and I
have the best ability to effect change.
I am interested in this election
specifically because, like every election, it is “THE MOST IMPORTANT

ELECTION EVER, BECAUSE” — and
who can argue with that reasoning?
The presidential result does not
bother me much either way. I think
Joe Biden is diminished and likely to
acquiesce to the more radical parts
of his coalition, and I think Trump
is uniquely gifted at snatching defeat
from the jaws of victory.
Given my desire to see the federal
government as ineffective as possible, I think both have great merit
on that front. No, the component of
the upcoming elections which most
interests me is the Senate. Should
the GOP retain control, they’ll make
life quite difficult for a Biden administration and continue the exquisite
parade of originalist and textualist
judges being appointed to various
benches should Trump win.
What keeps me up at night — at
least a few minutes, anyway — is
the idea of a solidly blue Senate and
House with Biden in the Oval Office.
The amount of anti-scientific “Green
New Deal” bunk that would be generated by such a trifecta would likely

cool with her horror movie reviews,
her comic book collection and her
pink hair and septum piercing. I also
thought I was straight. I promise
that’s relevant.
On Tumblr, people oftentimes have
headers or bios that give a little background about who runs the blog. This
particular girl had ‘queer’ in her bio. I
saw that and what I knew at the time
was that it was another word for gay.
That was about all I knew.
I remember wondering why she
didn’t just use ‘lesbian,’ ‘gay’ or ‘bi’.
Was ‘queer’ more akin to ‘questioning?’ I had no idea, but, for SOME
REASON, I was really curious
about it. The most I could find on
it at the time (because research-

ing LGBTQAI+ topics can be damn
near impossible) was that it was just
another way that some gay people
could identify but mostly that it was
offensive.
In high school I eventually started
identifying as ‘pansexual’, and this
was primarily because I felt like
‘bisexual’ was too limiting as far as
genders go. Then I got real tired
of explaining what that was to my
hetero peers so ‘bisexual’ became
my title. These identifiers in a literal
sense weren’t wrong: I am attracted
to people, not their specific genders.
But, in reality, they were just labels.
They were a way for me to navigate a
heteronormative space.
Queer is not just a label to me. I

FEEL queer. I use that word and I
know that’s who I am. And it isn’t a
question or something undefined; it
is a clear and vibrant community and
culture that I am a part of.
As far as the contention surrounding the word, I get it. It has been used
to hurt us. It has been used to other
us and single us out as weird, abnormal and, at times, even inappropriate
or deranged. It has been used as a
slur, and that cannot be taken lightly.
However, I find the reclamation of
this word to be beautiful and empowering, and many other people who I
have spoken to within the community
have a similar feeling. Our history as
LGBTQAI+ people is hidden like the
history of so many groups of people.

Q: Why are politics important to you?
Why this election specifically?

We are here and we are queer

Genevieve Cook

Op-Ed Editor
__________________________________
The year was 2013, and the
social media platform was Tumblr.
Comprising a multitude of blogs for
any subculture that you could imagine, Tumblr was both an escape as
well as a community for my angsty
middle school self and many others.
Now, I could get into an extensive
discourse right now about Tumblr
alone, but that is not for today.
Today, we start with a singular blog.
Now, frankly, I don’t even remember the name of this blog or the
person who ran it, but I followed
her because I thought she was really

Q: How would you classify your
views?
A: Generally, I just describe my views
as leftist since there is already so
much division on the left. Between
the constant disagreements of liberals and leftists and then the additional fracturing within the leftist
movement, between people who can’t
decide whether to call themselves a
Marxist or a communist or a socialist
or a DemSoc, I kind of get sick of that
discussion.
I find, personally, that I move
through these labels a lot. As recently
as a few months ago, I was sure
that I identified with socialism most
closely, but, now, I find myself leaning more towards communist or even
anarchist thought.
Which is not to say that distinctions between these categories are
not real or significant, but I just feel
that, right now, we all have more in
common with each other than not.
Basically, if you are some brand of
anti-capitalist, it is likely we will
share a lot of common ground.

Q: How would you classify your
views?
Q: My views are fairly straight-forward. Conservatives do not have an
answer for how the world should be;
it’s not a holistic thought-program
like progressivism, Marxism, etc.
Checks on the worst excesses of
mankind are generally good, needless
restriction of the citizenry’s liberties
is bad.
I think the government is the crudest way to accomplish something,
and that those who keep seeing government-involvement as a panacea
for suffering are delusional, powerhungry or both. If the gods will not
save you, what makes you think a
politician will?
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Photo Poll

Sebastian Evans
Photo Section Editor

What’s been getting you through quarantine?
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“I made a lot of bread, that was fun.”
— Emma Sayeg

The Anarchy...
continued from page 10
layer of uncertainty mixed in with the
shit-lasagna of the pandemic. On top
of that, students are either too close
to me, commingling between lines
or I feel the social pressure to be an
exact and efficient line member. Once
I finally leave the Andrew Commons,
I feel less over-encumbered by the
line’s drain on my lifeforce.
Yet I will always be reminded of
these torments when I leave my room
to stuff my food-hole with foodstuffs.
I am sure that if Bon App placed a
couple of menu kiosks elsewhere, such
as outside Warch, this line anxiety
would be somewhat alleviated. I say
this because I know that my mind
will be too preoccupied with school
or *gestures broadly* to check some
online menu. Even so, the other element is the student body itself.
Colleges across the nation have experienced shutdowns and outbreaks. Let
us not forget that COVID-19’s spread
is thanks to structural inequalities
in healthcare access, but we should
still hold ourselves and each other
accountable for our actions.
The most marginalized communities are affected by the pandemic,
after all, so we and our unwillingness
to quarantine and social distance are

“Facetiming my family.”
— Valeria Deantes

“Youtube.”
— Sheldon Garmon III

literally enacting structural violence
on them.
Now, I could stand here on my soapbox and shame everyone I deemed
a dirty plague rat, but that would be
ineffective for numerous reasons.
One, most people justify their
actions as valid and good-natured
until a close or trusted friend of theirs
calls them out on their shit. That is
not my job. Two, as young adults the
decision-making parts of our brains
are not yet fully developed, thus leaving random schmucks likelier to violate social distancing.
This is in addition to the fact that
U.S. culture encourages young people
to be risky. Three, there is no certain
way to know my words alone could
cause a notable effect. Therefore, I am
calling Mark Burstein, in his last year
of presidency, to abandon the waiting
lines that so plague our campus.
Instead, we shall reinstate the
Colman cafeteria and install several food stations around campus. To
fund these changes, Larry U will have
to become Larry the Red Lobster
University, as Red Lobster™ is now
our university sponsor. Also, Friday,
Sep. 25, the day this article is published, is National Lobster Day. So,
there.

can be reached at poserocks@gmail.
com.

If you have comments, questions or
concerns you would like to express, I

year two, putting up a losing effort in
a tightly contested New Mexico Bowl.
After a failure to go bowling in year
three, Mike Leach’s Cougars would
participate in five consecutive post
seasons, winning the 2015 Sun Bowl
and the 2018 Alamo Bowl. That 2018
season was arguably Leach’s peak as
a head coach, as the Cougars would
finish that season ranked 10th in the
country thanks to Heisman Award
finalist Gardner Minshew II’s prowess
in the passing game. But 2019 could
have been even better.
WSU came into their week four
Pac-12 opener against the UCLA
undefeated. While that was not anything special considering the quality
of their opposition, who would go on
to put up eight total wins between
the three of them, Anthony Gordon
looked like a worthy successor to fill
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that Minshew shaped hole in their
depth chart. He threw for over 420
yards in each game and only totaled
two interceptions over the course of
those first three weeks. They could be
on course to win their first division
title in the Pac-12 North. Meanwhile,
Chip Kelly’s Bruins could not catch a
break. After having gone 3-9 in year
one, they failed to put up more than
14 points in their first three games,
the first two of which were against
unranked opponents. Chip Kelly’s
innovative take on the spread offense
had become standard since his departure. It had been adapted and further built upon, while his reputation
as a football auteur had taken a hit
after consistently bad performances
over his previous three seasons in
coaching. Mike Leach had risen from
his ashes after having burned out in
Lubbock, finally reaching his zenith
last year, which seemed to be a statement of intent on conquering the Pac12 North. If you were not tuned in
last season, what happened next may
surprise you.
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